BEST Winners 2001-2009

2001

Best Entertainment Complex
SUNSET STATION
Best Adaptive Use Project
THE INTERNATIONAL CENTER
Best Public Joint Venture
THE RIVER WALK STREET CAR STATION
Best New Development
WESTIN RIVERWALK HOTEL
Best Open-Space Redevelopment
UNIVISION / KWEX-TV
Best Community Service By A Downtown Business 
MARRIOTT RIVERCENTER HOTEL
Best Community Economic Development
GOODWILL INDUSTRIES OF SAN ANTONIO
Best Public Safety Partner
SAPD DOWNTOWN BICYCLE PATROL
Best Event
SYLVANIA ALAMO BOWL
Best Performing Arts Organization
SAN ANTONIO SYMPHONY
Best Cultural Complex
SOUTHWEST SCHOOL OF ART AND CRAFT
Lifetime Achievement
WALTER MATHIS
Overall Achievement
THE CITY OF SAN ANTONIO

2002

BEST ADAPTIVE USE PROJECT:
Riverwalk Vista Inn

BEST ARTS & CULTURAL PROGRAM:
Gemini Ink

BEST COMMUNITY SPIRIT PROGRAM:
Centro San Antonio Amigos

BEST DEVELOPMENT/CONSTRUCTION  PROJECT:
Ruth’s Chris Steakhouse/Sunset Station

BEST FOR DOWNTOWN ACHIEVEMENT:
Lila Cockrell

BEST ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PROJECT:
Henry B. Gonzalez Convention Center Expansion Project

BEST EVENT:
Rotary Convention

BEST MARKETING PROGRAM:
Merry-achi Christmas Ad Campaign

BEST PUBLIC SPACE PROJECT:
Historic Civic Center River Link Park

 WILD CARD:
Best Restaurant- Le Rêve

WILD CARD:
Best Attraction- Buckhorn Saloon & Museum

WILD CARD:
Best New Street Retail- Brad Braune Gallery

2003

2003 Downtown’s BEST Award Winners

Best Adaptive Use Project
Ellis Alley Park and Ride Customer Information Center
Located on the near east side of downtown in VIA’s Ellis Alley Park and Ride, the Customer Information Center is a creative adaptation formed by linking two houses together that were originally built in 1910 in an area settled by former slaves and other African-Americans in the years following the Civil War.

Best Arts & Culture Project
Downtown Reach—San Antonio River Improvements
To enhance the improvements to this historic part of the River Walk, the Downtown Reach project included the work of a variety of artists to reflect the community and culture of San Antonio, including ceramic tile mosaics, faux-bois concrete benches and trellises and punched-copper light fixtures.

Best Development/Construction Project
The Andalusia Condominiums
The Andalusia is the first housing project to be built from the ground-up in downtown San Antonio in more than 20 years, a significant contribution to the downtown area and its appeal as a residential market.

Best Economic Development Project
Houston Street Redevelopment
The plan defined some key features of the street, as well as the Presa Street Linkage, the Palm Court at Presa & Jefferson, the Houston Street Court—all special features that have been realized to help make Houston Street the contemporary gathering place that we hoped it would be.

Best Event for 2002
Celebrate San Antonio
Held this past New Year’s Eve, Celebrate San Antonio 2002 welcomed in 2003 as the largest New Year’s Eve event in San Antonio’s history with an estimated crowd of 200,000, appealing to a diverse crowd with a variety of music venues.

Best Marketing Program
San Antonio Public Library Foundation—Library’s 100th Anniversary
The library went to extraordinary lengths to engage many organizations and individuals as “Blue Ribbon Partners” to help feature the 100th anniversary of the Library System in San Antonio, a campaign that has involved the entire community.

Best New Business
Hotel Valencia
The new addition of the Hotel Valencia on the corner of Houston Street and North St. Mary’s Street has added an element of sophistication to downtown San Antonio with 213 rooms filling a strategic site on the River Walk, where there was once a collection of vacant and under-utilized buildings.

Best Public Space
Presa Street Linkage
The design concept was based on a laying of design elements both in plan and section, with the central goal being to help connect the River Walk to Houston Street and vice-versa with a friendly pedestrian walkway and water feature.

Best Academic and Public Service Program-Wildcard
The University of Texas at San Antonio Downtown Campus—Academic and Public Service Programs
The campus serves as an important link between the main campus and the diverse neighborhoods and cultures of the inner city and Central Business District, bringing numerous educational and cultural activities to the downtown area.

Best Historic Preservation-Wildcard
Offices of Guerra DeBerry Coody
The offices of Guerra DeBerry Coody are a true testament to what can be accomplished in recycling and preserving San Antonio’s historic architecture. Starting with a building that had been vacant for 75 years, a lot of vision and a careful restoration resulted in a masterpiece of preservation.

Best Use of Local Artists-Wildcard
Houston Street Court
As a key element of the Houston Street Redevelopment, this award celebrates the artists of the Houston Street Court who paid a key role in the look and feel of the court and to the developers and designers who recognized the importance of incorporating public art into this special public space.

Downtowner of the Year
Jocelyn Strauss
(Copy forthcoming)

Best of the Past 100 Years
El Mercado
A special part of our downtown culture, El Mercado, with its roots in the Hispanic heritage and culture of San Antonio, is a place for gathering, shopping, and, of course, great comidas…a place where life and historical anniversaries are celebrated.

River Walk
The River Walk’s impact on San Antonio and downtown has been immeasurable and is one of the features that define our city.

Southwest School of Art and Craft
The pastoral complex of restored historic buildings on the San Antonio River is a unique oasis in the heart of downtown’s urban core and a wonderful cultural partner of the San Antonio community.

2004

BEST Adaptive Use Projects:

3D/I Office 
Vogue Building 

BEST Arts & Culture Project:

Goodwill Mural by Jesse Trevino 

BEST Development/Construction Project:

St. Mary’s Street Parking Garage 

BEST Economic Development Project:

Carver Academy & Cultural Center! 

BEST Event for 2003:

Chuy’s “Children Giving to Children” Parade 

BEST New Business: 

Watermark Hotel & Spa 

BEST Public Space:

Bexar County Courthouse 

BEST Public/Private Partnership:

The Pavilion – Hilton Palacio del Rio Hotel 

BEST Longest Sustained Contribution to the Built Environment of Downtown San Antonio Wildcard:

Ford, Powell & Carson

BEST New Product Worthy of Its Namesake  Wildcard:

Alamo Golden Ale – Alamo Beer Company 

BEST Parking Garage Attendant  Wildcard:

Rudy Alvarado 

BEST of the Past 100 Years:

HemisFair 

Downtowner of the Year:

Bernard Lee Lifshutz 


2005


BEST Arts & Culture Project:
Chalk It Up! 
3 Awards - Artpace San Antonio; Federal Realty Investment Trust; Reata Real Estate Services

BEST Development/Construction Project - New Construction
Durango Building / Durango Addition & Parking Garage
1 Award - Ford, Powell & Carson Architects
	
BEST Development/Construction Project - Restoration
San Fernando Cathedral Restoration & Improvements
2 Awards - Rafferty Rafferty Tollefson & Fisher Heck Architects; Archdiocese of San Antonio
 
BEST Event for 2004
MasterCard Alamo Bowl
1 Award - MasterCard Alamo Bowl

BEST Marketing Campaign
Dinosaurs! at the ITC
1 Award - The Institute of Texan Cultures

BEST Promotion
Holiday Promotion at the Fairmount
1 Award - The CE Group

BEST New Business 
Johnny Rockets- New Business
1 Award - Weston Entertainment Group

BEST New Office
Rivercenter’s New Management Offices
1 Award- Rivercenter

BEST Place to be Seen
V bar at the Hotel Valencia
1 Award - The Valencia Group

BEST Residential
King William Town Homes
1 Award- James Lifshutz

BEST Restaurant
Ácenar
2 Awards – Ácenar; Kell Muñoz Architects


BEST Post Mortem Street Entertainer - Wildcard
Bongo Joe
1 Award - Loopy Limited

BEST Investment of the Year for San Antonio and the State of Texas - Wildcard
Brillance CT Scanner at the Nix Medical Center
1 Award - Nix Medical Center

BEST Man About Downtown - Wildcard
Cris Young
1 Award - City of San Antonio - Department of Asset Management

BEST Contribution to the Architectural Preservation of Downtown San Antonio – Wildcard	
Humberto Saldaña & Associates, Inc.
1 Award - Saldaña & Associates

BEST Downtown Florist - Wildcard
Uptown Flowers
1 Award - Uptown Flowers


BEST of the Past 100 Years

The Alamo
1 Award - nominated by The Alamo

San Antonio Museum of Art
1 Award - nominated by 3D/I 

Southwest School of Art & Craft
1 Award - nominated by 3D/I

Downtowner of the Year
Roger Flores, II (Posthumous Recognition)
3 Awards – Andrés Andujar & 3D/I; Frank B Burney & On Behalf of the Southwest School of Art & Craft; The Roger Flores Family




2006

2006 Downtown’s BEST Award Winners

Adaptive Use – Radius Building & Offices of Creative Civilization

In what was once a Studebaker showroom in the 1930’s, this 30,000 square foot building was most recently used as a furniture showroom before it found a new life as the home of the Radius Foundation and the various non-profit arts organizations that it supports. It houses the Radius Café on the ground floor, and the corporate offices of Creative Civilization, a full service advertising agency on the second floor. The building offers unique metropolitan loft-style spaces with original concrete structure exposed. In the agency’s offices, there is great use of natural light and bold colors and furnishings. 

Arts & Culture – 	Cultural Institution – San Antonio Museum of Art Lenora and         
                                                                  Walter F. Brown Asian Wing

This 13,000 square foot addition to the Museum of Art houses their extensive collection of Chinese, Japanese and Southeast Asian art.  The addition is the sixth of seven master planned phases and designed to be sensitive to the character of the original complex and inspired by the simple design philosophy of the Asian Shoji screens. The art collection is extremely broad and employs both carefully controlled artificial light and natural light to illuminate different portions of the exhibit areas. 

			Arts Program – Southwest School of Art & Craft “Saturday 
                                                          Morning Discovery”

Since 1969, the Southwest School of Art & Craft has been hosting the very successful free, hands-on, art-making class known as “Saturday Morning Discovery”. It is a family program where parents bring their kids to the downtown campus to learn about a wide array of art forms, tools, materials and skills as well as the cultural significance of artistic traditions. By remaining a free program, it has continuously drawn families from all parts of the city to celebrate creativity and traditional art-making.

Development/Construction – The Aveda Institute

Housed in the historic Pearl Brewery currently being redeveloped, the Aveda Institute is a successful affiliate of the international Aveda enterprise that is an outgrowth of the K Charles & Co Salons. They chose to be a pioneer in the revitalization effort of the historic brewery, and transformed a dormant 25,000 square foot warehouse building into a vibrant retail outlet and center of learning for hundreds of students. Much of the structure was left exposed as a feature of the interior.

Event/Marketing/Promotion – Event – Houston Street Fair & Market

Mayor Phil Hardberger conceived the idea for the Fair and his vision has been realized in this monthly street festival on Houston Street that features food, drink, music and other entertainment in a pedestrian setting where you can also shop for locally made or grown products by local vendors and artisans. The family-friendly event has activities for children, a pet adoption program, and showcases young entertainers from all parts of the City.

New Business - Zen Bar Ultra Lounge

This new and popular establishment is located on Houston Street in the historic Bennett Building. Its strikingly contemporary interior is decorated in red and black finishes with white accent pieces in a slick, modern Chinese vernacular. The Zen Bar is a place to see and be seen with unique built-in furnishings carefully designed to emphasize the implication of an escapade. The restrooms can only be described as a place you have to experience yourself.

New Offices – Catto & Catto, LLP

This insurance company has deep roots in San Antonio, and were committed to keep their offices in downtown when it was time to find new, larger accommodations. They settled on the old Frost Brothers Department Store, and occupy the original ground selling floor. The meticulous renovation of the existing historic interior features the original chandeliers and detailed plasterwork of the original ceiling. These modern offices complement the space that holds so many memories for us.

Public/Private Partnership – CHRISPark (Linda Pace Foundation)

CHRISpark, San Antonio’s newest public park, is designed as a place of beauty, contemplation and joy. The one-acre space was a gift to the City and celebrates the life of Linda Pace’s son Chris with exquisite examples of nature’s beauty and artistic movements. The park is a rhythmic layout of lush foliage, inviting walkways, areas of repose, sites of play and encounters with public art featuring visual experiences which commemorate the potential of everyday experiences.

Residential – CAMPstreet Residences

The CAMPstreet building was originally built in 1926 as the Dueler Candy Factory and then served as the home of Tobin Aerial Surveys from 1937 to 2000. In 2001, Linda Pace purchased the property and today it has been refurbished into 20 residential lofts ranging in size from 1000 to 4,800 square feet each. They were sold as shell spaces with only basic utilities, and each owner is responsible for the final finish-out. The units have wonderful industrial windows with fantastic views in all directions.

Restaurant/Retail – Majestic Restaurant & Club

The restaurant is located on Houston Street in the Majestic Building next to the Majestic Theatre. It features lunch and dinner daily with dancing and a Las Vegas-Bellagio style show on weekend evenings. The menu is varied and specializes in steaks and New Orleans dishes of seafood and many other offerings. It has a full bar and wine list, and the dining room is casually elegant with nice, light interiors and well-appointed furnishings. The combination of dining, dancing and entertainment make this a special downtown destination.	

Wild Card – BEST “Restaurant with a Heart” – Ruth’s Chris Restaurant 
							    Downtown

Lana Duke, owner of the two San Antonio Ruth’s Chris Steakhouses, grew up as foster child and wanted to help children who shared a similar experience. She partnered with the Roy Mass Youth Alternative program and did several benefits at the downtown location on their behalf. “One Potato…Two Potato” helped with a donation of 4009 potatoes to their meal services. “Dining Etiquette and a Steak Dinner” treated 40 of the children to a special dining experience, and “A Thanksgiving Feast” fed 100 of the Youth Alternative residents a meal they will never forget.

Wild Card – BEST Downtown News Coverage – San Antonio Business Journal

The Business Journal is being recognized for doing an outstanding job telling the story of San Antonio’s downtown business scene. Their in-depth reporting, as well as niche-market coverage, has helped create and expand awareness about the positive activity that is taking place downtown. Magnifying this focus has fostered interest and ideas, and has featured those who assist in this growth and renaissance of our city center.  

Wild Card – BEST Philanthropic Bar – Zinc Champagne, Wine & Spirits

In the last year, Zinc has hosted several charity events for organizations such as the SA Public Library Foundation, the SA River Foundation, KLRN and the USO. The events have raised significant funds and awareness for these organizations. Zinc and the “Boudro Boys”, Randy Matthews and Richard Higby, are models of community spirit and are deserving of this accolade for their philanthropic efforts. 
	

BEST of the Past 100 Years – Finalists
· Alfred Giles and the Rebirth of Downtown San Antonio

Of the123 buildings designed by Alfred Giles in San Antonio, most were in the downtown area or near downtown, but only 80 survive today. Several of those have been restored and serve new purposes, notably the Crockett Block on Alamo Plaza, the Albert Maverick, the John Bennett, the Soledad Block and the George Maverick, all on Houston Street. There are more, but today these buildings are major contributors to the revitalization that is taking place in downtown San Antonio.


· CHRISTUS Santa Rosa – Downtown Campus

For more than a century, CHRISTUS Santa Rosa has been engrained as an integral part of historic downtown San Antonio. Established in 1869, CSR continues to touch countless lives through its mission of providing exemplary health care to all patients in need. From its humble beginnings as a single two-story stone hospital to a campus that covers several city blocks today, CSR maintains a thriving health care community in the center of the City of San Antonio.


· San Antonio River & San Pedro Creek Tunnels

Less than one year after it was completed, the San Antonio River Tunnel diverted torrents of floodwater beneath downtown and into the river downstream, preventing major destruction during the October 1998 flood. It was said by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers at the time that the tunnel and its shorter counterpart, the San Pedro Creek Tunnel, paid for themselves with that single event. The tunnels are guardians of life and property and marvels of flood management engineering.

Downtowner of the Year – Andrés Andujar

Much can be said about Andres Andujar, but all agree that he believes in giving back to his community. As the Group Executive Officer for 3D/International, Andres has been very involved with many downtown projects and downtown-based organizations such as the Southwest School of Art and Craft, the SA Public Library Foundation, the Downtown Alliance and the UTSA School of Architecture Advisory Council. Each year he directs a community project that 3D/I undertakes to benefit downtown. This past year has been the preliminary planning and analysis for the River North Project, an exciting probability for a new, high-density urban residential neighborhood along the banks of the San Antonio River just north of the downtown core.  

	3D/International

	Artpace/CAMPstreet

	Catto & Catto, LLP

	City of San Antonio

	Creative Civilization

	Federal Realty/Reata Property Management

	Kuper Sotheby's/Centro Properties

	Majestic Restaurant & Club

	Radius Building

	Ruth's Chris Steak House

	SA Public Library Foundation / SA River Foundation

	Silver Ventures / Aveda Institute

	Southwest School of Art & Craft-

	Artpace

	Overland Partners

	San Antonio Museum of Art

	San Antonio Business Journal

	 / SA River Foundation

	San Antonio River Authority



2007
2007 Downtown’s Best Winners

· Adaptive Use
· Pearl Stables 
· Contact: Allen Sikes, 862-0924, 930-2482
· Nominator: Rio Perla Properties, L.P., Allen Sikes

· Arts & Culture
· New Works 06.3: Art Pace
· Contact: Celina Emery, 212-4900 cemery@gmail.com
· Nominator: Celina Emery

· “Gallery Row on Broadway”
· Contact: Laurence Seiterle, laurence@zurichproperties.com
· Nominator: Laurence Seiterle

· Development Construction
· Hotel Contessa
· Contact: Jack J. Spector, 225-3053, jspector@hixonprop.com
· Nominator: Charlie Fulton

· Event/ Marketing/ Promotion
· Leading Ladies of the Rio Launch—Event
· Contact: JoAnn Boone, 414-9319  joann@riosanantonio.com
· Nominator: Jena Evans, 878-8279, 822-7723

· Alamo Bowl—Promotion
· Contact: Jolene Hood, 704-6391 joleneh@alamobowl.com
· Nominator: Jolene Hood, 704-6391 joleneh@alamobowl.com

· New Business/Office
· The Center for Foods of Americas
· Contact: Allen Sikes, 862-0924, 930-2482
· Nominator: Rio Perla Properties, L.P., Allen Sikes
 
· Public/Private Partnership
· IH 37 Lights
· Contact: James LeFlore, (210) 207-4433
· Nominator: James LeFlore

· Residential
· South Ends Lofts – Large Scale
· Contact: Phillip Allen, (830) 285-2026
· Nominator: Steve Thurlow, steve@thurlowandcompany.com
· Fire Station 12 – Small Scale
· Contact: Debra Maltz / Mitchell Whiddon, 210-639-3272, 512-576-3736
· Nominator: Debra Maltz, 224-2213

· Restaurant/ Retail
· Good Bytes Internet Café
· Contact: Rebecca Helterbrand, 924-8581 x216
· Nominator: Rebecca Helterbrand

· Wild Cards
· “ Best Downtown Way Finding System”
· Contact: Larry Clark, 692-9221 lclark@bwcdesign.com
· Nominator: Bender Wells Clark Design, Larry Clark

· “Black History Restaurant”
· Contact: Tommy Moore, 227-8300 urbinform@sbcglobal.net
· Nominator: Dan Wigodsky, 822-2400 dan@wigodsky.com

· “The Original River Rat”
· Contact: Bill Lyons, (210) 229-1646, blyons@swbell.net
· Nominator: Bill and Linda Lyons

· “Best Downtown Baker” Sarah Farley
· Contact: Dru Van Steenberg, 224-1144  dru@themajestic.com
· Nominator: Dru Van Steenberg

· It’s Been Here
· CHRISTUS Santa Rosa
· Contact: Don Beeler President / CEO, 704-2805 don.beeler@christushealth.org
· Nominator: Don Beeler, President / CEO

· Lone Star Palace
· Contact: Steven DeFelice, 362-6352 sdefelic@hyatt.com
· Nominator: Steven DeFelice

· The Fairmount
· Contact: Kristen Howsley, 224-8800  khowsley1@aol.com
· Nominator: Kristen Howsley

· Downtowner of the Year
· Mayor Phil Hardberger
· Contact: Ricky Garza, 207-5866 rgarza@sanantonio.gov
· Nominator: Mona Lowe

2008

 2008 DT’s BEST Award Winners
· 
Adaptive Use:
 Pearl Can Recycle Building

Arts & Culture:
BEST Arts Venue – Museo Alameda
BEST Arts Exhibit – Botero: Beloved Artist of the Americas

Development / Construction:
Staybridge Suites Sunset Station

Event / Marketing / Promotion:
BEST Event – Ruth’s Chris Steakhouse Taxi Appreciation Day
BEST Marketing – Reata Property Management, Inc.
BEST Promotion – Toolbox Studio’s Fiesta RiverWalk Jet Ski Invitational

New Business / Office:
BEST New Business – Hippos Grocery & Deli
BEST New Office – SoFlo Office Studios

Residential:
Artisan Park Townhomes – Refugio / Santa Clara

Restaurant / Retail:
DASA Spa

Wildcard:
Arts Center Enterprises, Inc. – “BEST Presentation of an Arts Venue”
Christus Santa Rosa Hospital – “BEST Neonatal Intensive Care Unit Renovation”
Synergy Studio – “BEST Place to Move”

Works in Progress:
BEST Public Improvement-- San Antonio River Improvements Project Museum Reach – Urban Segment
BEST Private Development—St. Benedict’s Condominiums

BEST of the Past 100 Years:
“A Night in Old San Antonio” or
Villita Assembly Hall

Downtowner of the Year:
Sheryl Sculley, City Manager

Downtown’s Lifetime Achievement Award:
Linda Pace (1945 – 2007)


2009

BEST Awards 2009

1) Adaptive Use: Full Goods Building at the Historic Pearl Brewery
	Presented to: The Historic Pearl Brewery
2) Cultural Arts Event: Luminaria 2008
	Presented to: San Antonio Convention & Visitors Bureau
	Presented to: The CE Group
3) Cultural Venue: McNay Art Museum's Stieren Center for Exhibitions
	Presented to: McNay Art Museum
4) Construction Restoration: Smokestack at the Historic Pearl Brewery
	Presented to: The Historic Pearl Brewery
5) Community Event: Ripley's Salute to Firefighters and Paramedics
	Presented to: Ripley’s Believe It or Not!
6) Promotional Video: SA Conservation Society
	Presented to: San Antonio Conservation Society
7) Marketing Program: San Antonio CVB Brand Launch
	Presented to: San Antonio Convention & Visitors Bureau
8) Large Event: Rock N Roll San Antonio Marathon/Half Marathon
	Presented to: Elite Racing
9) New Office: Cox Smith Conference Floor
	Presented to: Cox Smith
10) Public/Private Partnership – Public Project: Japanese Tea Garden Phase II Restoration 
	Presented to: San Antonio Parks Foundation
11) Public/Private Partnership – Private Project: Solar Panel Installation at the Historic Pearl Brewery
	Presented to: The Historic Pearl Brewery
12) Residential Multi-Family Project: Judson Candy Factory Lofts
	Presented to: Downtown Dwellings
13) Residential Single-Family Project: Nix House Restoration
	Presented to: Centro Properties
14) New Retail: Melissa Guerra Culinary Store at the Historic Pearl Brewery 
	Presented to: The Historic Pearl Brewery       
15) Mixed-Use Work in Progress: 300 E. Houston (Walgreen’s)
	Presented to: Douglas Architects
16) Residential Work in Progress: Vidorra Condominiums
	Presented to: Jordan Construction
	Presented to: Presidian Development & DTMLS

17) Wild Card – “Best Downtown Anniversary Event”: 25th Anniversary of Jazz'S Alive
	Presented to: San Antonio Parks Foundation
18) Wild Card – “Best Transformer of Downtown Streets”: The CE Group, 
Inc.
	Presented to: The CE Group
19) Wild Card – “Best Programmed Park”: HemisFair Park 
	Presented to: City of San Antonio Downtown Operations Department
20) Best of the Past 100 Years
· Fiesta San Antonio
Presented to: Fiesta San Antonio Commission
· San Antonio Conservation Society
Presented to: San Antonio Conservation Society
21) Downtowner of the Year: JoAnn Boone; Rio San Antonio Cruises
	Presented to: JoAnn Ezquerra Boone




