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AND THE 

WINNERS ARE . . .

MARTI’S
Finally, the quality Mexican goods retail store that we all have 
cherished in Nuevo Laredo has arrived in San Antonio! Attracting 
both locals and visitors through its doors, Marti’s features fabulous 
clothing, designer jewelry, quality furniture, glassware and intriguing 
offerings from some of Mexico’s finest artisans. The new structure 
which houses these collections is a welcome addition to the near 
west side of downtown and will contribute to the revitalization of this 
area as it overlooks the Spanish Governors Palace and serves to 
connect pedestrians to Market Square. 

BEST NEW RETAIL BUSINESS

SAN ANTONIO BIKES –            Established by the City’s 
Office of Environmental Policy in the summer of 2009, this 
program is intended to enhance San Antonio’s livability by 
promoting active lifestyles and bicycling as a viable form of 
clean, alternative transportation for both residents and visitors. 
Downtown has been identified as a critical focal point for the 
mission to increase the level of daily use of bicycle ridership 
and to improve cycling safety. An employee bike share program 
has been launched for downtown City employees, and a new 
map illustrating bike routes and their relative safety has also 
been prepared.
   

BEST PUBLIC PROGRAM WORK IN PROGRESS

THE VISTANA – This new apartment block represents the 
future of things to come for downtown San Antonio. With almost 
250 units representing a mixture of studio, 1,2 and 3 bedroom 
arrangements in 58 unique floor plans, the project is over 92% 
leased and just under 90% occupied. 60% of the new tenants 
counter-commute to work, and 88% are new to downtown 
illustrating the demand for urban residential rental product. The 
Vistana has the first ‘soft-loft’ contemporary interior apartment 
finishes in downtown with polished concrete floors, exposed 
ceilings, large windows and a host of tenant amenities.
  

BEST RESIDENTIAL PROJECT  

114 BIERING AVENUE RESIDENCES
Nestled in the heart of the Lavaca neighborhood, this pair of 
residences on a single lot represents a new concept and housing 
standard, proving that a sustainable home can be both affordable 
and chic. The spacious and flexible 1,500SF floor plans are 
conceived to accommodate a variety of original users. Each unit 
has an open living space and two bedrooms with bath and dressing 
rooms and an office/ flex room. The clean contemporary lines stand 
in sharp contrast to their neighbors but fit neatly into their context by 
borrowing the iconic elements and form of the nearby older homes.

BEST RESIDENTIAL INFILL WORK IN PROGRESS 

RIVERWALK CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS MASTER PLAN
This plan was developed to serve as a guideline to sustain the 
developed portions of downtown’s RiverWalk and to enhance the 
life safety, accessibility and aesthetics of this important historic and 
cultural resource. Based on a detailed inventory/assessment of 
existing conditions, the plan establishes a baseline for the 
RiverWalk’s physical condition and quality and a framework for 
change to accommodate new developments adjoining or 
interacting with the RiverWalk. Implementation of the master plan 
is on-going with the first phase just completed and the next phase 
to begin in late 2010.

BEST PUBLIC IMPROVEMENT WORK IN PROGRESS

IL SOGNO OSTERIA
Andrew Weissman knows the formula for creating a successful 
dining experience, and he has proved it once again with il Sogno 
Osteria, a destination Italian restaurant at the Pearl. The new 
free-standing building, with rain water capture system and herbs 
grown in beds around its base, features a warm contemporary 
interior. Weissman and Executive Chef Luca Delacasa are masters 
at expressing the best flavors and techniques of Italy, transporting 
guests, both by menu and by the type of relaxed dining experience 
commonly found in the European café society.

BEST NEW RESTAURANT 

BAR AT BOHANAN’S
A great restaurant should have a great bar, and Bohanan’s Prime 
Steaks and Seafood has added just that.  This bar and lunch venue 
is following tradition with the company’s dedication to providing its 
patrons with the best that downtown San Antonio has to offer, 
including novel concoctions and rare spirits. Designed by Jill Giles 
of Giles Design, she aimed to create a bar interior that would seem 
to have been on Houston Street since the 1880’s without being too 
stuffy.  The successful result is a comfortable and sophisticated 
atmosphere for adults to enjoy a civilized cocktail…or two.
 

BEST NEW BAR

THE MAGIK THEATRE - 2008/2009 SEASON
Our downtown is fortunate to have one of the largest children’s 
theatres in the U.S. From its humble beginning in the Staake 
Stevens Building, the Magik Theatre is now housed in HemisFair 
Park and has played to over 1.5 million people since the first 
curtain went up in 1994. More than half a million children have 
enjoyed over 150 mainstage and touring shows, visiting from 750 
schools from 70 school districts in central and south Texas. The 
2008/2009 season was one of the most successful ever and 
included “Seussical the Musical”.

PEARL BREWERY CAN RECYCLING BUILDING –  
Originally constructed as a warehouse to receive aluminum cans 
that were then shredded and re-milled into aluminum sheet stock 
to be reformed into new beer cans, the “can” building has been 

BEST CULTURAL PROGRAM

3C PROJECT
This Creative Community Collaboration, spearheaded by the Women’s 
Pavilion at HemisFair Park, combined discarded vinyl banners donated 
by the San Antonio CVB and Freeman Decorating, and the talents of 
seamstresses from the Fuerza Unida Sewing Collaborative into over 
200 uniquely designed totes and aprons. Stitching the vinyl into 
one-of-a-kind recycled fashion items in the Pearl’s ‘Drop In Design 
Studio’ the bags are then sold, raising funds for the restoration of the 
Women’s Pavilion at HemisFair.
 

BEST ART RECYCLING PROJECT

SA OPERA’S ‘MADAMA BUTTERFLY’
Early last September you would have had to have been on 
another planet to not know that “Madama Butterfly” was going to 
descend on San Antonio and the Municipal Auditorium. Great 
reviews of the performance were preceded by revealing print and 
digital ads promoting the shows and the actors in the production 
directed by John de Lancie. The creative marketing materials 
also helped promote the growing recognition for the San Antonio 
Opera at a time when many are excited about the potential for 
the conversion of the Municipal Auditorium into the San Antonio 
Performing Arts Center.
 

BEST MARKETING PROGRAM

MAIN PLAZA CULTURAL PROGRAMS
Since completion of the Plaza in April of 2008, the Main Plaza 
Conservancy has done a superb job of promoting the many 
activities taking place in the Plaza on a daily and weekly basis. They 
are charged with creating a family-friendly community atmosphere 
for locals and visitors alike through authentic programming that 
reflects the San Antonio identity. Whether a brown-bag luncheon 
music event, or a weekend festival such as the new Latino Music 
Festival, the Conservancy hosts many free events annually that 
draw a wide variety of both entertainers and attendees.
   

BEST PROMOTIONAL CAMPAIGN

THE PEARL – Along the beautiful banks of the San Antonio 
River’s newest urban segment reach, the Pearl Brewery has 
transformed from historic brewery to an iconic culinary and 
cultural gathering place. With the addition of new restaurants, 
the construction of the new home for the Culinary Institute of 
America, and now the hosting of the weekly Farmers Market 
on Saturday mornings, the Pearl has quickly become one of 
our city center’s favorite culinary destinations.
 

WILDCARD – BEST CULINARY GATHERING PLACEWILDCARD – BEST NON FICTION EVENT

GEORGE GERVIN CELEBRITY ROAST
Held in March of 2009 at the Henry B. Gonzalez Convention 
Center as a major fundraising event for the George Gervin 
Youth Center, the fundraiser kicked off the center’s “Legends of 
the Future” capital campaign.   The George Gervin Celebrity 
Roast drew many of the greats of basketball from across the 
country in honor of San Antonio’s own ‘Ice Man’. Among other 
historical basketball legends featured were Julius ‘Dr. J’ Erving, 
Clyde Drexler, Moses Malone, Bill Russell and of course, 
George Gervin. 

WILDCARD – BEST ASSEMBLY OF LEGENDS 

THE GRAND HYATT – The Grand Hyatt Hotel has joined 
forces with the Humane Society of San Antonio to help raise 
awareness for their mission to promote the humane treatment of 
companion animals. Hotel Managing Director Tom Netting’s 
genuine commitment to helping animals illustrates their 
philosophy in one of the city’s most pet-friendly establishments.  
In addition to hosting the El Rey Fido Coronation and Christmas 
with Santa Paws, the hotel provides treats, bowls, and doggie 
bags upon check-in for furry, four-legged guests. Their concierges 
also provide lists of walking trails dog parks and dog sitters. 

WILDCARD – BEST PET FRIENDLY HOTEL

ATTACK OF THE ALGAE! 
Just after the opening of the Urban Segment of the Museum 
Reach of the SA River, warm summer conditions combined to 
result in an unwelcome addition to this beautiful amenity…a 
significant bloom of algae! Through quick action by the SA River 
Authority, the problematic growth was defeated by the use of an 
aquatic herbicide added in safe levels and hand tools 
administered by SARA employees to remove large mats of the 
algae. The City assisted by increasing the stream flow through the 
Museum Reach with recirculation pumps located in the SA River 
Tunnel inlet. 
     

RIVER IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT MUSEUM REACH- 
URBAN SEGMENT – San Antonio’s world-renowned 
RiverWalk, the top visitor attraction in the State of Texas, doubled 
in length on May 30, 2009 with the completion of the Urban 
Segment of the Museum Reach. Debuting with great fanfare at a 
community event last Memorial Day weekend, the public and 
private partners in this success include the City of San Antonio, 
Bexar County, the SA River Authority, the SA River Foundation, the 
U.S. Corps of Engineers and the SA River Oversight Committee. 
This improvement will serve as a catalyst for significant new urban 
development and enhances downtown immeasurably.

BEST PUBLIC/PRIVATE PARTNERSHIP 

S.A. RIVER FOUNDATION –  Established in 2003, the SA River 
Foundation has supported River Improvements Project, helping to 
raise awareness and funds for the various phases of the improve-
ments. Its role is to augment the public funding for the project with 
private contributions form corporations, foundations and individuals.

FIESTA SAN ANTONIO – Fiesta has become the iconic 
celebration that defines our culture and community in the Alamo 
City. Over the past decade, Fiesta has grown to 104 official activities 
that are held over 11 days. Taking place in all quarters of the city, 
Fiesta is San Antonio’s special way to come together in fun!  

DROUGHT HOUSE – PROVIDENCE CATHOLIC 
SCHOOL – The ‘grand dame’ on the grounds of the 
Providence Catholic School has experienced an amazing 
restoration and transformation of use over the past two 
years. Built in 1901 for Henry & Ethel Drought, the house 
was purchased in 1950 and served as the convent for the 
sisters of the Congregation of Divine Providence who taught 
at the school. The residence is being transformed into a 
more functional purpose, with  the ground floor now serving 
as a special event space and the second floor becoming the 
school’s library.

MAYOR JULIÁN CASTRO – Since declaring this the 
“Decade of Downtown” at the Annual Meeting of Downtown 
Alliance last July, Mayor Castro has ‘walked the walk’ in his 
dedication and commitment to the urban revitalization of the 
downtown and center city of San Antonio. With less than a year 
in office, the Mayor’s initiatives include the creation of HemisFair 
Park Area Redevelopment Local Government Corporation, 
championing the creation of the Centro Partnership San Antonio, 
the heralding of a series of inner city revitalization incentives, the 
initiation and completion of the East Side redevelopment 
summits, and contribution to the completion of the Haven for 
Hope campus on the near West Side of downtown. 

BEST ADAPTIVE USE

MOVIES BY MOONLIGHT
Appropriately located in HemisFair Park (with free parking) 
Movies by Moonlight offered the community an opportunity to 
view films in an urban greenspace. Thanks to the generosity 
of corporate sponsors each month between June and 
October, the free outdoor cinema event featured selections 
ranging from blockbuster to old-time classics and horror 
films. Families relaxed on blankets and lawn chairs to the 
sounds of live pre-entertainment before enjoying the feature 
film, while concessions proceeds assisted local non-profit 
organizations.

BEST EVENT  

DOWNTOWNER OF THE YEAR

BEST DEVELOPMENT & CONSTRUCTION PROJECT
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SILVER EAGLE DISTRIBUTORS
BEATY PALMER ARCHITECTS 
WOMEN’S PAVILION AT HEMISFAIR

THANK YOU TO THE FOLLOWING CORPORATE TABLE SPONSORS:

RIO CRUISES
C.F. JORDAN CONSTRUCTION 
SAN ANTONIO RIVER AUTHORITY

BAPTIST HEALTH SYSTEMS
VIA 
FROST BANK 

CROSS & CO.
IBC BANK
PEARL BREWERY/
  SILVER VENTURES

KUPER SOTHEBY’S INTERNATIONAL/ 
  CENTRO PROPERTIES
UNIVERSITY HEALTH SYSTEM
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THE VISTANA
Built as the first new construction mixed-use high-rise apartment 
community in downtown San Antonio in over 20 years, the 
14-story, 530,000 SF art deco inspired building overlooks Milam 
Park and historic Market Square. It houses 247 market rate units, 
30,000 SF of retail space, a 491 parking garage and rental storage 
units.  The first commercial tenants include Sterling Bank and the 
urban concept IHOP Café. The Vistana is the first modern 
redevelopment in the historic near west side of downtown and 
represents the beginning of the renaissance of this 1970’s urban 
renewal district.

BLUE STAR  – Transformed in the late 1980’s as a center for art 
and cultural expression, this old warehouse complex has become a 
Southtown neighborhood anchor on the banks of the SA River. With 
galleries, studios and residences, this mixed-use complex is a vibrant 
gathering place for folks who enjoy the lifestyle of the urban core.

BEST OF THE PAST DECADE (Winner will be announced at luncheon)


